
 
RISE HIGH  

Grant Partnership Program  
FAQs 

 
1. The RISE HIGH Grant Partnership Program is very competitive. Grant dollars for the Convergences Fund 

and Organizational Growth Fund are limited. We traditionally grant up to five (5) $75,000 grants per year 
and ten (10) $15,000 and under grants per year. 
 

2. Can we apply for both funds? Select one grant fund at a time- Organizational Growth or Convergence to 
apply. Organizations are eligible for up to $75,000 in RISE HIGH Grant Partnership dollars per calendar 
year. 
 

3. Are partners encouraged? Yes! 
 

4. What is the grant award period? 12-18 months 
 

5. What is our definition of racial equity? We center our work and investments to foster a more just, fair and 
inclusive society in which all can participate, prosper and reach their full potential. We emphasize the 
importance of racial equity which is the condition that is achieved when one’s identity no longer predicts in a 
statistical sense, how one fares. Racial equity is a part of racial justice and thus we work to address root 
causes of inequities and not just their manifestations. 
 

6. Can the funding be used for real-estate projects? No.The RISE HIGH Grant Partnership Program does 
not fund real-estate projects. Follow the links below to read more about our Centralized Real Estate 
Accelerator Program.    
Centralized Real Estate Accelerator One-Pager 
Centralized Real Estate Accelerator Program Details 
 

7. If we aren't in a target neighborhood can we still apply? Yes but awards are prioritized for 
projects/programs based in our focused geographies: the Hilltop, the Hill District, Larimer, Homewood, 
Millvale and Wilkinsburg. 
 

8. If we aren't in a target neighborhood, can we partner with someone who is? Yes. 
 

9. What considerations are being made with how covid is impacting gathering? We are open to new 
ideas that are being instituted for social gatherings during Covid (limited, virtual, social distancing.) We ask 
that the gatherings abide by the guidelines set forth by the CDC.  
 

10. Do we need a fiscal sponsor if not a 501c3? Yes, you will need a fiscal sponsor. 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpd08hqiGydtQgLTH2NF-AzkX8nqJjWm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NbdKClw97Dk43jFgXdQ-XyjbO3VP-acV/view?usp=sharing


 
11. If an applicant is selected, when must the funds be spent down? It depends. We are very much open to 

working with our grantee partners on the timeline of the program/project and when the funds are expected to 
be spent. The typical time period for our grant awards ranges from six to eighteen months. 
 

12. Is there a matching fund requirement? No. 
  

13. Is there an admin cap? The admin cap is at 20% but applicants can still include a portion of staff salaries 
towards the budget outside of the admin. We don't provide operating grants so the portion of the staff's 
salary should be based on their time spent directly on the project of this grant proposal. We do not provide 
general operating support.  
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https://neighborhoodallies.org/how-we-help/grants-funding/rise-high-grant-partnership-program/
https://neighborhoodallies.org/how-we-help/grants-funding/rise-high-grant-partnership-program/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bF43jeAycGTShuahEIUs2VV27wlTS4RWbxwOknx_lQg/edit

