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2023  
RISE HIGH Grant Partnership Program 

Neighborhood Allies centers its work and investments to foster a more just, fair, and inclusive society in which all can 
participate, prosper, and reach their full potential. Our mission is to engage Pittsburgh area residents and 
organizations with innovative tools that expand opportunity for transformative community change. 

Program Goal 
The goal of the RISE HIGH Grant Partnership (RHGP) Program is to provide applicants with an opportunity to partner 
with Neighborhood Allies over a set period of time to achieve measurable equity and inclusion results in the 
Pittsburgh area. We emphasize the importance of racial equity –the condition achieved when one’s identity no longer 
statistically predicts how one fares. Racial equity is a part of racial justice, and thus we work to address the root 
causes of inequities and not just their manifestations. 

Program Priorities 
• Provide grantee-partners with financial resources and technical assistance to enhance their organizational

capacity. Organizational capacity includes a broad range of domains such as: Leadership, Management and
Operations, Community Engagement, Program and Service Delivery, and Evaluation.

• Support strategies, partnerships, and seed ideas aiming to dismantle inequities so all residents can enjoy a
better quality of life.

• Achieve alignment with one or more of the goals and objectives within our 3 Year Roadmap.

• Support Black and Brown-led organizations based in our focused geographies of: the Hilltop, the Hill District,
Larimer, Homewood, Millvale and Wilkinsburg.

Grant Funds and Program Cycle 
The RHGP Program consists of two grants, the RISE HIGH Growth Grant, and the 212 Convergence Grant: 
(There is one application for both grants) 

In 2023, our funding cycle will consist of two rounds, a Spring Round, and a Fall Round. For the Spring Round of the 
RISE HIGH Growth Grant, applications are due by March 31st, and award announcements will be made on May 
31st. For the Fall Round of the RISE HIGH Growth Grant, applications will be due by July 31st with award 
announcements made on September 30th.  

For our 212 Convergence Grant, applications are due on March 31st with the award announced on July 31st. Details 
of each grant and a Calendar of Events is provided below. 

The RISE HIGH Growth Grant: 

• Provides grant awards of $15,000.

• Proposals must align with one of the goals and objectives with within our 3 Year Roadmap.

https://neighborhoodallies.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/For-RISE-HIGH-Grant-App.pdf
https://neighborhoodallies.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/For-RISE-HIGH-Grant-App.pdf
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• Awards are prioritized for Black and Brown-led organizations based in our focused geographies of the
Hilltop, the Hill District, Larimer, Homewood, Millvale and Wilkinsburg. Limited grant awards are also
available to organizations based elsewhere in the Pittsburgh area aiming to enhance levels of equity and
inclusion within their organization and programs.

• Available in both Spring and Fall Rounds.

The 212 Convergence Grant: 

• Provides one (1) grant award of $75,000 a year.

• Proposals must align with two or more of the goals and objectives within our 3 Year Roadmap.

• Must focus on equity and inclusion initiatives within the community development field in the Pittsburgh area.

• Award prioritized for projects/programs based in our focused geographies of: the Hilltop, the Hill District,
Larimer, Homewood, Millvale and Wilkinsburg. Award are also available to organizations based elsewhere
in the Pittsburgh area aiming to enhance levels of equity and inclusion within their organization and
programs.

• For the 212 Convergence Grant, applications are evaluated by our Investment Advisory Committee (IAC)
and if approved, the proposal moves forward to our board of directors for final consideration/determination.

• Applications released in Spring, with announcement made in the Fall.

Ineligible Applicants: 

• Individuals (please refer to FAQ #6)
• Political candidates/campaigns
• Religious organizations for religious activities

https://neighborhoodallies.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/For-RISE-HIGH-Grant-App.pdf
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Calendar of Events 

Dates RISE HISE Growth Grant 212 Convergence Grant 

Spring Round 

January 16, 2023 RHG Spring Application Released 212 Convergence Grant Application Released 

February 15, 2023 Spring General Zoom Info Session 1: (10am-11am)

March 8, 2023 Spring General Zoom Info Session 2: (10am-11am)

March 31, 2023 RHG Spring Application Due 212 Convergence Grant Application Due 

April 1- May 31, 2023 Application Review Application Review 

May 31, 2023 RHG Spring Award Announcements 

Fall Round 

June 1, 2023 RHG Fall Application Release 

June 14, 2023 Fall General Zoom Info Session 1: (10am-
11am) IAC Finalist Application Review 

July 12, 2023 Fall General Zoom Info Session 2: (10am-
11am)

July 31, 2023 RHG Fall Application Due 212 Convergence Grant Award Announcement 

August 1 – September 30, 
2023 Application Review 

September 30, 2023 Fall Announcements 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85982620206
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84873016833
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89356015430
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89356015430
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83751276070
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83751276070
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RISE HIGH Grant Partnership Program 
Compliance and Reporting 

Organizations selected are required to submit a close-out report to Neighborhood Allies within thirty (30) days of the 
final expenditure of awarded funds. Reporting requirements will vary based on the proposal and will be stated in the 
contract documents. 

All awarded grantee-partners must track and report on the following impacts/outcomes: 

• Amount of RHGP funds expended.
• Number of individuals served/impacted.
• Amount of administrative costs (capped at 20% of the total awarded funds).
• Source and amount of all matched/leveraged funds.
• Equity and inclusion impact and results

Provided below is Frequently Asked Questions/Answers document and will provide online webinars prior to final 
application submittals for any questions or concerns. All applicants are urged to check the website periodically for 
updates and guidance. 

Neighborhood Allies reserves the right to contact any applicant for clarification, information, and to adjust applications 
necessary to fulfill the requirements. In addition, all publications, press releases, exhibits, interviews, or other means 
of communication dealing with the activities or achievement of the work of the RISE HIGH Grant Partnership 
Program will acknowledge the support of Neighborhood Allies. The applicant will provide copies of all printed 
materials, newspaper articles, and other publicity pertaining to the project to Neighborhood Allies. Failure to adhere 
to this policy could disqualify the applicant from future funding. 
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RISE HIGH Grant Partnership Program 
FAQs 

1. What is our definition of racial equity? We center our work and investments to foster a more just, fair and 
inclusive society in which all can participate, prosper and reach their full potential. We emphasize the importance 
of racial equity which is the condition that is achieved when one’s identity no longer predicts in a statistical sense, 
how one fares. Racial equity is a part of racial justice and thus we work to address root causes of inequities and 
not just their manifestations.

2. How many grants will be awarded?  The RISE HIGH Grant Partnership Program is very competitive and grant
dollars are limited. This year we are granting up to 20 awards, including one (1) grant for $75,000- the 212 
Convergence Grant and up to (19) RISE HIGH Growth Grants.

3. Application Due Dates:

a. RISE HIGH Growth Grant- Spring Round: March 31, 2023; Fall Round: July 31, 2023.

b. 212 Convergence Grant- March 31st, 2023

4. What is the grant award period? 12 months

5. If an applicant is selected, when must the funds be spent down? Within the twelve (12) month grant 
agreement. A close-out report is due to Neighborhood Allies within thirty (30) days of the final expenditure of 
awarded funds. We are very much open to working with our grantee partners on the timeline of the
program/project and when the funds are expected to be spent. The typical time period for our grant awards 
ranges from six to eighteen months.

6. Do I need a fiscal sponsor if not a 501c3? Only 501c3 can apply.  If you are an individual, you will need a fiscal 
sponsor who will apply on your behalf.

7. Is there an administration cap? The administration cap is at 20% but applicants can still include a portion of 
staff salaries towards the budget outside of the administration. We don't provide operating grants, so the portion 
of the staff's salary should be based on their time spent directly on the project of this grant proposal. We do not 
provide general operating support.

5 
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8. Can the funding be used for real-estate projects? No. The RISE HIGH Grant Partnership Program does not
fund real-estate projects. Follow the links below to read more about our Centralized Real Estate Accelerator
Program.

Centralized Real Estate Accelerator One-Pager 

Centralized Real Estate Accelerator Program Details 

9. If we aren't in a target neighborhood, can we still apply? Yes, but awards are prioritized for
projects/programs based in our focused geographies: the Hilltop, the Hill District, Larimer, Homewood, Millvale
and Wilkinsburg

10. Can we apply for both RISE HIGH Growth Grant and 212 Convergence Grant? Organizations can apply to
both grants but are only eligible to receive one RHGP award per calendar year.

11. Is there a matching fund requirement? There is no matching fund requirement.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpd08hqiGydtQgLTH2NF-AzkX8nqJjWm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NbdKClw97Dk43jFgXdQ-XyjbO3VP-acV/view?usp=sharing
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HIGH Application

Grant Partnership Program 

Application 

Application and attachments must be submitted to grants@neighborhoodallies.org 

PROGRAM/PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project Title: 

Grant Program Request (Choose one):

Project Start Date: 

Project End Date: 

APPLICANT 

Organization: 

Primary Point of Contact: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Employer Identification Number/Tax ID: 

Website: 

Mailing Address 1: 

Mailing Address 2: 

FISCAL SPONSOR (if applicable) 

Organization: 

Primary Point of Contact: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Employer Identification Number/Tax ID: 

Mailing Address 1: 

Mailing Address 2: 

Please submit application and all attachments to grants@neighborhoodallies.org

mailto:grants@neighborhoodallies.org


1. Organization Overview - please provide us with a brief description of your organization including

mission, vision, goals, recent accomplishments, and any additional information that you want to

share. (300 words or less)

2. Executive Summary - Please write a summary of your program/project that answers the following

questions. This should be a stand-alone statement of the problem and solution. It should not

require any other context to clearly explain what you are seeking to accomplish. (500 words or

less):

a. What is the issue you are trying to address?

b. How will you address the issue and who will benefit?

c. Is this program/project aligned with a neighborhood or city/municipal plan? Please

explain how it aligns with a plan or why it does not.

3. Describe how program/project aligns with one or more of the goals and objectives from our 3

Year Roadmap. Please see the attached 3-year Road Map for more information. (300 words or

less)

4. What are the projected measurable outcomes of this initiative? Please be detailed as this is a core
component of our internal evaluation. (300 words or less)

Is your organization and/or program based in one of our geographies of focus (the Hilltop, the Hill

District, Homewood, Larimer, Millvale, or Wilkinsburg)? If not, please explain where you are based.
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Spring 2023 

RISE HIGH Application

9. How do you intend to leverage our potential grant award to draw additional resources and 

support to this program/project? (300 words or less)

10. Who are your partners that will help to make this project a success? While not required at this

stage, you may be asked to submit Letters of Support once your application is reviewed.

Please Submit Application and all attachments to grants@neighborhoodallies.org



5. How will you measure and track these projected measurable outcomes? (300 words or less)

6. Organizational Capacity- specifically, how can this grant award help your organizational

capacity? Examples of capacity building domains: Leadership, Management and Operations, Community Engagement,
Program and Service Delivery, and Evaluation. Note: applications do not have to touch on each of these capacity building
domains. (300 words or less)

7. Is your organization and/or program based in one of our geographies of focus (the Hilltop,
the Hill District, Homewood, Larimer, Millvale, or Wilkinsburg)? If not, please explain where you are based.

8. How can this grant award help to maintain or elevate measurable levels of equity and
inclusion within your organization and/or programs?

9. How do you intend to leverage our potential grant award to draw additional resources and support to this
program/project? (300 words or less)

10. Who are your partners that will help to make this project a success? While not required at this stage, you may
be asked to submit Letters of Support once your application is reviewed.

9
Spring 2023 RISE HIGH 

APPLICATIONPlease submit application and all attachments to grants@neighborhoodallies.org
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RISE HIGH Application

11. How will you communicate our support? (300 words or less)

12. Application attachments (If you are unable to provide one or more of these documents, please

explain.)

a. Estimated total project budget- please see template below

b. List of Board Members

c. 2022 organizational budget

d. Latest audited financial statement and most recent financial statements

e. Last two years of 990s

f. Please attach any supplementary information as needed

Please submit application and all attachments to grants@neighborhoodallies.org

If you need to access the application in a different format, please let us know.

Program Budget Template 

Income 

Revenue Amount Status (Pending or Committed) 

Neighborhood Allies $ 

Other $ 

Other $ 

Other $ 

Total Revenue: $ 

Expenses 

Expenses Neighborhood 
Allies 

Other 
Sources 

Total 

Total Expenses: $ $ $ 

Pending
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