
  

 APPENDIX A: RISE HIGH Grant Partnership Program FAQs  

1. How does Neighborhood Allies define equity in this program? RISE HIGH is grounded 

in the belief that access to opportunity should not be predicted by identity, zip code, or 

background. The program supports efforts that improve conditions for communities facing 

systemic barriers by strengthening organizations, expanding access to resources, and 

addressing root causes that limit long-term stability and well-being. 

 

2. Can the funding be used for real-estate projects? No. The RISE HIGH Grant 

Partnership Program does not fund real-estate projects. Follow the links below to read 

more about our Centralized Real Estate Accelerator Program.  

Centralized Real Estate Accelerator Program Details              
 Centralized Real Estate Accelerator One-Pager 

 

3. Do I need a fiscal sponsor if not a 501c3? Yes! Only 501c3 can apply. If you are an 

individual, you will need a fiscal sponsor who will apply on your behalf.   

 

4. Can we apply for RISE HIGH Growth Grant if you were previously a grant awardee? 

Yes, but past awardees may only apply if it has been two or more years since your last 

grant award.  

1. RISE HIGH Growth Grant Application Due Date: April 3, 2026 

2. What is the grant award period? 12 months   

3. If an applicant is selected, when must the funds be spent down? Within the twelve (12) 

month grant agreement. A close-out report is due to Neighborhood Allies within thirty (30) 

days of the final expenditure of awarded funds. We are very open to working with our 

grantee partners on the timeline of the program/project and when the funds are expected to 

be spent. The typical time period for our grant awards ranges from six to eighteen months.   

4. What are the primary metrics that successful grantees should plan to track 

throughout the program or project? The close-out report will ask grantees to share 

impact data that will help us to measure the social and economic impact of this program 

and strengthen future partnerships. We will ask for the following metrics: people served 

through the grant, community events organized, number of educational/training sessions 

held, small businesses supported, dollars leveraged because of our grant, and any 

additional outcomes not captured. While all these metrics may not apply to your specific 

project, we encourage you to track the impact data most relevant to your programming.  

5. Is there an administration cap? The administration cap is at 20%, but applicants can still 

include a portion of staff salaries towards the budget outside of the administration. We don't 

provide operating grants, so the portion of the staff's salary should be based on their time 

spent directly on the project of this grant proposal. We do not provide general operating 

support.   
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6. Is there a matching fund? There is no matching fund.   

7. If we aren’t located in a focus neighborhood, can we still apply? Yes. Organizations 

located outside the focus neighborhoods may apply. Special consideration is given to 

organizations rooted in the Hilltop, Hill District, Larimer, Homewood, Millvale, and 

Wilkinsburg, or whose work demonstrates strong alignment with RISE HIGH priorities. We 

expect the applicant’s leadership team to be representative of the demographics of both the 

program’s target audience and its intended beneficiaries.  

                   

 

 

 

 

 


